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3, The Guatemalsn Government has been seeking to obtain arms
and ammmnition from European sources throvghout the term of the present
administration, elected in 1950, There have been meny preas raportis,
ip Gustemalan as well as U.S, nswspapers, of attempts to acquire such
supplies through Switgzerland. Various attempts have been made to buy
sunitions in England, Italy and Spain, as well a8 Cpechoslovakia,

2, BSome supplies may have been obtained from the latter country
during the past eighteen months, Acquisition of military equipnent
from England, Italy and Spain has been blocked, however, by U.B.
intervention, This intervention has occurred in the form of direct
approech by U. S, Government officials to the prospsctive suppliers,
lsading to reported cancellation of negctiations, and by U, 8. Coast
Guard seizure of one shipment,

3, The action of the U, 3, Government has been determined by
the State Department policy gecision based on the apparent influence
of internaticnel Commmism in the Guatemalan Government, The questlion
of arms and munitions acquisition by the Guatemalan Goverrment thus
acmes back to the question of the velidity or non~validity of the U.5.
charge that the present goverrment of Gustemsla is in faet subject to
ifémmi lusnce, dirsction and potential control by agents of international
c m.

4. Vhile that question remains at dshate, the Guatemslan Govermment
can argue that its declslon to resort to clandeatine channels,or channels

digapproved under inter-Amers efense sgreements, in order to obtaln
arms for legitimate national{'¥as forced upon 1t by the United States,
Guatemala in the pas has accepted U, S, proposals for Hemispheric
security to the extent of orzanizing its Army in consonance with U.5,
training and erms standarization programe. In the latter part of 1947
Gu:itemala recsived from the U, 3. under the Interim Allocation Act &
guantity of U, S, standard militery equipment., Most of the ammmnition
received with thess weapons has been expended during the ensuffing years.
In the present circumstances these suprlies of emmnition cannot be
replaced, nor can the Guatemalan Goverrment obtain replacement parts
for the U, S, tanks and airplanes in its possession.

5, The Chief of the Armed Forces, Col. farles Frrique Diaz, the

Minister of Defense, Col, Sanches, and the Chief of Staff, Col, Parinello,

have in the past appesrsd to be friendly and coope ative toward the

U, 8, military mission in Gua‘temala, The Army 4ig belisved to be loyal
to President Arbens, It has been infiltrated to some extent by
Commnist influence, meinly im enlisted and non-comni ssicned officer

rapks, The degres of infiltration doesn't appear to be gerious, however,

In the current political situation, the Commmist forces have rather
peen sble to "neutralize® the Army by (a) increasing pay, (b) making
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spacial provision for irmy persommel %o enjoy bonafits from the T0I5,
Acraviss reform pro.vsn, publie works, inerec-ed sebool feellitds-,

and othor undertakings of the precent govermment, ze wwll ap Wy propagends
suphasis en thomes 1dentifying the United Stotes with resetionary, inter-
ventionist desigms o overthrow the present govermment and deprive the
armed forces of these bencfits,

6. hveilsble information does mot indiloate thed Jowlst or Jatollite
sgents have sprroschad the Cuntemelsne with o fers of arms, Mireslav Plroch,
the Csechoslovakisn Commereial sttrche siotlined in Mexleo, hne mode &
mmder of visits to Cumtemala, hovever, snd thera ie » good possibility

thet have boen mede for axchanging Oustemalen enfles for Csecho.
alovekisn meauloctured goods, Imcluding armeaments,

7. Scams alsndestine purchases of zrws mey heve heem trought inko
Custemals under involoss for mschinsry, The Ouniemslen Covermment i knowm
to have made hsevy purchases in thei line, In the mein thense -urchazes
appear t0 heve Desn as snnounved, ssrecislly for the purpose of advaneing
highway constretion, & major shioetive of the ‘rbers administrotion,

8, Thers is reosnt evidense thet u deal to purchase 500 1ight muchine
guns feom Czechoslovekis hea been gomploted and thet the Pfirst delivery hes
besn mals, These guns vere ostensibly purchased for the frmy Tt have not
been $ssued, The poasibility srises thet they will never veach the Army dut
bo held by Commnistmaff4? inted politicsl en’ Yebor 1saders for possible
use against the femy by 1 gr farcer of lebor snd peasant milidie,
showld & serious onflict ardse botuveen evuervniive ond extremlist forses

within the eountry, Carlog Memmel P-1lecer, notorl as Commmist lesder
and agitator who lately hes bheen the key figure in provoking dlsorders
snd fllegal land seiswres ar-und S:ouintle, under the sgragien Trogran,
hae talked of the foraaition of "armed :ﬁmi econpitionn of gelf-dolenme

Lor t;z;e sgal-st "enomles of the rewolution®,
L

State Despuieh 747, Cunteomels, 1 Harch 19%, refers to this
subjsot as followss "in 2 petition to the Suporier Counell of Hatlormld
Defsuss, the don of Lot Byyers (0OL), affilisted ith the Commmicte
sontrolled CTG, recuested that obligatory militsry instruction be given
to the publie to prepere them for any atterpled forvelpm intervention.
This pedition parslleled the anpouncement ma’e st the btime the Agrarien
Reforn lew wan pessed in 1952 Yy Cgrios Mepmel Pelloeer, the Cormunist
labor leader, thet "Bhock Brigedes” would be formed ol the lsber
unlons, These ammouncenants appesy thus for to be only of & propagands
and preparstory mture, for despite recurrent rumors of pars-nilitary
workers! unitc, no creditshle evidence whrtever has thus far turned up
that worksrs have sotuwslly vegelived unit militery training,”

10, As Minlszter of Dafense, Majnr Jecobo Arbesng himeself contem-
plated the evestion of sush mi13tls,” In 194% 4t was reported that he
da ITrsbnladeron de Custempis s %

Approved For Release 2000/(»)7571 ‘

0 he 4



'Approved For Release 2000/05/24 : cprQammooommz-s

for seoret 1iste of "reliable” men to vhom symz could be embruslbed

in the svont of on stiempt Wy the Army $o overthrovw the Arewslo Goe
verpment, Tt is possib’e, although not definitely proven, that nuelei
of isbor s pessant militds heove boen maintained aince thel time end
ere in possession of seorel onches of arms,

11, In esse of merious agraglan Adsorders, the Civil Guerd
{natiomal police force) oould mt be eounted om to support conserva-
tive forees, The chief officars of the Clvil Ouar® hwve showm and stoted
thad thedr policy iz %0 defond the sgente snd astivities of the pro.
Commnist group yresently directing the sgrerisn progrenm,
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